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appropriated by Prussia, and occupying troops had
been billeted on the country for six weeks; to such a
small principality that was a terrible drain. But not
a hint of bitterness appeared in the Princess's letters.
" If only," she wrote, " the other sovereigns (Saxony
and Hanover and Hesse Cassel) will forget their
antipathies and the wrongs they have suffered from
Prussia, and think of the welfare of their people and
the universal fatherland, and make those sacrifices
which will be necessary to prevent the recurrence of
these misfortunes ! " For their own sakes only, she
acutely observed, they had better do so, for this
enlarged Prussia did not constitute a united Germany.
It was an amalgamation effected by force and unless
they did their best to make it a union and placed
themselves under Prussia " on the next opportunity
they will be annexed/5

* So the new baby was christened Irene, and they
settled down to the quiet and much straitened life in
Darmstadt. Princess Louis was not well: her con-
finement and the months of anxiety had tried her
strength, and every evening found her desperately
tired. She had wanted to get away for a change, but
they could not afford the expense. Winter drew on,
bringing with it the anniversary of the Prince Con-
sort's death. It was five years now since that terrible
fourteenth of December, but the memories of it grew
ever more vivid as experience enlightened them.
She wondered if her father ever knew how she adored
him ; the thought of his example was the star by
which she steered the course of her own life. . . .
How the leafless trees and the cold light of the winter